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(57) ABSTRACT

A seat belt retractor including a belt shaft rotatably supported
in a frame and two force-limiting devices acting in parallel.
The first and the second part of the belt shaft axially overlap
forming an annular space. The second force-limiting device is
a band element abutting a radial outer wall of the annular
space with a first section, and on the radial inner wall with a
second section and is deflected in a deflection fitting between
the first and the second sections (20, 21, 29, 30). During
relative movement between the first and second parts, the
band element can be unwound or wound up from the outer
wall onto the inner wall or vice versa in an energy-dissipating
manner.

18 Claims, 16 Drawing Sheets
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1
BELT RETRACTOR WITH TWO
FORCE-LIMITING DEVICES ACTING IN
PARALLEL

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to German Patent Appli-
cation No. 10 2011 087 413.5, filed Nov. 30, 2011 and PCT/
EP2012/004626, filed Nov. 7, 2012.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not Applicable

THE NAMES OF THE PARTIES OF A JOINT
RESEARCH AGREEMENT

Not Applicable

INCORPORATION-BY-REFERENCE OF
MATERIAL SUBMITTED ON A COMPACT DISC
OR AS A TEXT FILE VIA THE OFFICE
ELECTRONIC FILING SYSTEM (EFS-WEB)

Not Applicable

STATEMENT REGARDING PRIOR
DISCLOSURES BY THE INVENTOR OF A
JOINT INVENTOR

Not Applicable

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) Field of the Invention

The invention relates to a seat belt retractor including two
force-limiting devices acting in parallel for a motor vehicle
impact protection system.

(2) Description of Related Art Including Information Dis-
closed Under 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98

A retractor of the above-mentioned type is, for example,
known from WO 96/32303. The seat belt retractor described
therein includes a two-piece belt shaft having a torsion bar
disposed between the parts of the belt shaft. A seat belt can be
wound onto one part of the belt shaft, the body of the belt
shaft, while the other part of the belt shaft, also referred to as
profile head, is blocked in a vehicle-fixed manner when a
blocking device is activated in a vehicle-sensitive or belt-
sensitive manner. In the event that the belt extraction force
exceeds a predetermined belt extraction force when the sec-
ond part of the belt shaft is blocked, the body of the belt shaft
can rotate about its longitudinal axis in the direction of the
belt extraction owing to a plastic deformation of the torsion
bar. The predetermined belt extraction force to be overcome
in this case is defined by the plastic deformation limit of the
torsion bar. The torsion bar thus forms the first force-limiting
device.

Furthermore, a second force-limiting device is provided,
which acts in parallel to the torsion bar, i.e. it is also disposed
between the first and second part of the belt shaft. The force-
limiting characteristics can be modified using the second
force limiting device independent of the torsion bar, so that,
for example, degressive or progressive force-limiting charac-
teristics can be realized. Furthermore, a short-term decrease
or increase of the belt extraction force can be compensated in

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

the initial phase of the activation of the first force-limiting
device to the extent that the force-limiting characteristic of
the seat belt retractor is in general more uniform and, extends
as directly as possible along with the beginning of belt extrac-
tion according to a predetermined force-limiting level. The
second force-limiting device can be realized by different plas-
tically- or elastically-deformable sections, such as e.g. secur-
ing pins or a torsion sleeve which connects both parts of the
belt shaft parallel to the torsion bar. The belt extraction length,
during which the second force-limiting device is acting, is
limited by the constructive configuration of the plastically
deformable section.

Moreover, a seat belt retractor is known from DE 201 10
423 U1 wherein the second force-limiting device is formed by
a metal strip which is pulled through a chicane during the
force-limited belt extraction. The advantage ofthis solution is
that the belt extraction length, during which the second force-
limiting device acts, can be considerably extended by using a
correspondingly long metal strip, wherein the dissipated
energy and the resulting force-limiting level remain almost
the same while the metal band is being pulled through the
chicane. The chicane itself may be formed by an insert which
is suspended on one of the parts of the belt shaft, while the
metal strip is respectively held on the other part of the belt
shaft in a manner which ensures tensile strength.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the invention is to provide a seat belt retractor
including two force-limiting devices acting in parallel which
should be formed as simple as possible.

This object is achieved by the proposed seat belt retractor
having the features described herein.

According to the basic concept of the invention, it is pro-
posed that

the first and second parts of the belt shaft axially overlap in
a section between the legs of the frame of the seat belt retrac-
tor by forming an annular space, and that

the second force force-limiting device is formed by a band
element which abuts on the radial outer wall of the annular
space with a first section, and against on the radial inner wall
of'the annular space with a second section, and is deflected in
at a deflection fitting between the first and the second seg-
ment, wherein

during a relative movement between the first part and the
second part, the band element can be unwound or wound from
the outer wall onto the inner wall or vice versa by a circulation
around the deflection fitting.

Compared to the solutions known from prior art, the pro-
posed belt retractor has several advantages. The seat belt
retractor can be mounted in a cost-effective and easy manner
because the second force-limiting device is formed only by
the deflected band element. Further, components required up
to now, such as e.g. a chicane, are not required. In addition, the
energy is only dissipated by the rotation of the deflection
fitting wherein the band element is deformed by a continuous
unchanging bend at a constant level in an energy-dissipating
manner. The duration of the effect of the second force-limit-
ing device can further be extended by selecting an accord-
ingly long band element.

An especially simple configuration of the seat belt retractor
can be provided by attaching the band element with interfer-
ence-fit to one end of the first or second section against the
direction of rotation of the first part to the first or second part
of'the belt shaft during the force-limited belt extension. Using
the proposed attachment of the band element, it is unwound or
wound up directly by the transmission of a pressing force at



US 9,327,681 B2

3

the beginning of the relative movement. In this case, it is
especially advantageous, that separate parts or mounting
steps are not necessary for fastening the band element and the
band element only has to be inserted.

It is further proposed that the band element include at least
has two deflection fittings which are arranged symmetrically
to the axis of rotation of the seat belt retractor. Using the two
proposed deflection fittings, forces acting symmetrically can
be realized during the activation of the second force-limiting
device, which at least partially cancel each other out to reduce
the load on all components.

In this case, the second part of the belt shaft can have a
radially directed slot into which the band element is inserted.
The slot allows for the use of only a single band element,
which is wound onto the end sections in the annular space and
has two deflection fittings, which are connected to one
another by the central section of the band element guided
through the slot. The central section of the band element
guided through the slot simultaneously serves to create a
tractive connection of the two deflection fittings, so that the
band element itself does not need to be fastened separately,
but merely suspended in the slot.

It is furthermore proposed that the outer radial wall and the
inner radial wall of the annular space are spaced apart at an
increasing or decreasing distance in the circumferential direc-
tion. The force-limiting level resulting from the second force-
limiting device can be increased or decreased by the increas-
ing or decreasing distance of the walls because the dissipated
energy directly depends on the deflection radius, that is, on
the distance of the walls. In this context, the smaller the
deflection radius, that is, the smaller the distances of the
walls, the greater is the dissipated energy and the resulting
force limiting level. Progressive as well as degressive force-
limiting courses can thus be realized in a simple manner using
the second force limiting device.

The proposed second force-limiting device is in particular
advantageous, if the first force-limiting device is a speed-
controlled force-limiting device. Speed-controlled force-lim-
iting devices in principle have the disadvantage that the pre-
determined force-limiting level is only achieved at a specific
speed, or drops to a lower force-limiting level after overcom-
ing a breakaway torque for a short time. This increase in the
force-limiting level, or the short-term drop of the force lim-
iting level, can at least in part be compensated by the force-
limiting level caused by the second force limiting device, so
that the course of the force-limitation course is on the whole
more uniform, and the predetermined force-limiting level is
reached earlier.

It is further proposed that the speed-controlled force lim-
iting device is designed annular and disposed concentric to
the second force-limiting device. Using the proposed design
and arrangement of the force-limiting devices the radial and
circumferential forces can be compensated, so that the first
and the second part of the belt shaft is loaded as little as
possible during the activation of the force-limiting devices.

The forces and torques acting during the activation of the
force-limiting devices can be further decreased by arranging
the speed-controlled force-limiting device axially overlap-
ping relative to the first force-limiting device.

It is also proposed that plastically deformable formations
are provided on the first or second part of the belt shaft, which
formations protrude into the region of the annular space the
deflection fitting passes through during rotation. As the for-
mations protrude into the area passed through by the deflec-
tion fitting, as proposed, they are either sheared off or the band
element itself is deformed, so that additional energy is dissi-
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pated parallel to the energy dissipated in the rotating deflec-
tion fitting, leading to a short-term increase of the force-
limiting level.

The force-limiting level of the seat belt retractor can also be
decreased by sectionally weakening the band element using
recesses, a lesser width, or a lesser thickness. In this case, the
decrease in the force limiting level is based on a targeted
weakening of the material of the band element in one section,
as a result of which less energy is dissipated during the pas-
sage of the respective section through the deflection fitting.

According to a further preferred embodiment, it is pro-
posed that at least one of the recesses is configured as a
predetermined breaking point that breaks during the passage
through the deflection fitting. The band element thus breaks in
the region of the predetermined breaking point, so that during
further rotation of the belt shaft, a deformation no longer
occurs, or only occurs for a short time and very marginally,
and the force limitation caused by the band element is
abruptly lowered. The band element can have two predeter-
mined breaking points that break at the same time, or even
two predetermined breaking points that break in a time-dis-
placed manner, whereby the force-limiting level can be
decreased stepwise or also abruptly to zero.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will hereinafter be described in more detail
on the basis of preferred embodiments with reference to the
attached Figures:

FIGS. 14, 15 through 5 show an inventive seat belt retractor
including a first force-limiting device in the form of a speed-
controlled force-limiting device;

FIGS. 64, 65 through 10 show an inventive seat belt retrac-
tor including a first force-limiting device in the form of a
torsion bar;

FIGS. 11a, 115, 12a and 125 show a second force-limiting
device in the form of a band element having recesses or
formations protruding into the deformation path of the deflec-
tion fitting;

FIGS. 13a through 13d and 14a through 144 show two
different embodiments including one band element and hav-
ing two predetermined breaking points.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

FIGS. 1a and 15 show a seat belt retractor including a
two-piece belt shaft 1 rotatably supported in the legs 4 and 5
of'a frame 2. A pyrotechnic tightening device 3 (pretensioner)
is provided on the leg 5, which abruptly drives the belt shaft 1
in the winding direction in an early phase of an accident prior
to the forward displacement of the occupants and pulls out
any possible slack in the seatbelt. A first force-limiting device
6 in the form of an annular speed-controlled force-limiting
device disposed concentric to the belt shaft 1 is further pro-
vided on the leg 4.

FIG. 2 shows an exploded view of the two-piece belt shaft
1 with a first part 9 and a second part 10. In this case, the first
part 9 is a body of the shaft of the seat belt onto which a seat
belt can be wound, and the second part 10 is a profile head,
which carries a blocking device 8 in the form of a blocking
latch. If a predetermined acceleration value of the vehicle or
of the seat belt extraction is exceeded, the blocking device 8
is activated, that is, the blocking latch inserts into a gear on the
leg 4 and blocks the second part 10 in a fixed manner with
respect to the vehicle against the direction of the belt exten-
sion. Furthermore, in addition to the first force-limiting
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device 6, a second force-limiting device 7 is visible, which, as
will be described hereinafter, is also disposed between the
two parts 9 and 10 of the belt shaft 1 and acts parallel to the
first force-limiting device 6. At the same time, the two parts 9
and 10 of the belt shaft 1 are connected to each other via the
two force limiting devices 6 and 7, so that during normal use,
that is, prior to the activation of the force-limiting devices 6
and 7, they should be considered as a firm assembly.

FIG. 3 shows the seat belt retractor from a top cross-
sectional view A-A of FIG. 15. The speed-controlled force-
limiting device 6 is fastened to a first subassembly 41 on the
first part 9 of the belt shaft 1, and to a second subassembly 42
on the second part 10 of the belt shaft 1. Furthermore, an
oscillating disk 12 is provided which alternatingly engages
with the first subassembly 41 or with the second subassembly
42 via the gear pairs 13 and 14 provided laterally. The oscil-
lating disk 12 oscillates to and fro perpendicular to the rela-
tive movement during the force-limited movement, whereby
it is periodically accelerated and decelerated.

As a result of the deceleration and acceleration of the
oscillating disk 12 described above, the energy dissipation
underlying the force limitation is affected. The movement of
the two parts 9 and 10 of the belt shaft 1 relative to each other
is, in this case, only controlled by the oscillating disk 12
because it is in the first place only made possible by the
oscillating movement of the oscillating disk 12. Since the
dissipated energy depends on the oscillating frequency, and
the oscillating frequency directly depends on the speed of the
parts moved relative to one another, this is a speed-controlled
force-limiting device.

Furthermore, the second force 1 limiting device 7 is visible
in the form of a band element, which is inserted in a slot 31
running radially and centrally in a cylindrical shoulder 33
provided on the second part 10. The shoulder 33 is radially
encompassed on the outside at a distance from a ring 32 which
protrudes axially from the first part 9, so that an enclosed
annular space 11 is formed between the first and second part
9 and 10.

A longitudinal section of the seat belt retractor across a
lateral view of the first force-limiting device 6 is visible in
FIG. 4. The second force limiting device 7, which is formed
by the band element, is arranged point-symmetrical to the
axis of rotation of the seat belt retractor, and starting from a
central section 24 extending straight through the slot 31 on
two sides in each of the sections 29 and 30 abutting the outer
edge surface of the cylindrical shoulder 33. The band element
is folded back against the direction of the belt extraction by
the sections 29 and 30 at deflection sections 22 and 23 relative
to a section 20 and 21. The sections 20 and 21 abut on the
radial inner edge surface of the ring 32. The ring 32 is pro-
vided, at two points, with projections 27 and 28 protruding
radially inward, on which the band element abuts with inter-
ference-fit with the ends 25 and 26 against the direction of the
belt extraction.

In this case, the first force-limiting device 6 is formed
annular and arranged concentric to the second force-limiting
device 7 and to the annular space 11. Furthermore, the first
and the second force limiting device 6 and 7 and the first and
the second parts 9 and 10 of the belt shaft 1 overlap in the axial
direction of the seat belt retractor in the region of the force-
limiting devices 6 and 7, so that a very simple constructive
design requiring a very small installation space results. Favor-
able force and torque-ratios with the least-possible axial
forces can furthermore be achieved in this way, so that the two
parts 9 and 10 of the belt shaft 1 are securely held together
even during the activation of the force-limiting devices 6 and
7.
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In the event that the belt extraction force exceeds a prede-
termined value in the direction P of the arrow when the second
part 10 of the belt shaft 1 is blocked, the first part 9 of the belt
shaft 1, and thus also the ring 32, starts to rotate counterclock-
wise. As a result of the rotation of the ring 32, the sections 20
and 21 are picked up by the interference-fit contact of the ends
25 and 26 and wound onto the outer edge of the cylindrical
section 33 of the second part 10 of the belt shaft 1 by circu-
lating around the deflection sections 22 and 23 until the posi-
tion shown in FIG. 5 is achieved, that is, until the ends 25 and
26 no longer abut with interference-fit on the projections 27
and 28. The band element is wound flat in the rotating deflec-
tion sections 22 and 23, whereby the energy underlying the
force-limitation is dissipated. Since the outer radius of the
cylindrical section 33 is smaller than the inner radius of the
ring 32, the angle of rotation traversed is larger than the angle
of'the sections 20 and 21 prior to the start of the force-limited
belt extraction.

The advantage of this special embodiment is that the dis-
advantage that the speed-controlled first force-limiting
device 6 first requires a certain relative speed in order to
dissipate enough energy, that is, that the force-limiting level
only increases, or even decreases for a short time after over-
coming a breakaway torque, can be compensated by the sec-
ond force limiting device 7 acting in parallel to the extent that
the course of the force-limitation is in general more uniform
and the actuating force-limiting level is closer to the prede-
termined force-limiting level. On addition of the force-limit-
ing level caused by both force-limiting devices 6 and 7, the
total course of the force-limitation can also be positively
modified by achieving the predetermined force limiting level
significantly earlier.

FIGS. 64, 65 and 7 show an alternative embodiment of the
invention including a seat belt retractor of an identical design
wherein the first force-limiting device 6 is formed by a torsion
bar. The torsion bar has a groove 17 on the end facing the
second part 10 of the belt shaft, into which the band element
is inserted.

In FIGS. 8 and 9, the same seat belt retractor is visible in a
cross-sectional view B-B of the upper drawing of FIG. 6 and
in a cross-sectional view of the second force limiting device 7
and the end of the torsion bar. In this case, the annular space
11 is likewise delimited by a radial inner cylindrical shoulder
33 ofthe second part 10 and aring 34 axially protruding on the
first part, wherein the function and effect of the second force-
limiting device 7 is identical to that in the exemplary embodi-
ment of FIGS. 1 to 5. In this case, the band element is inserted
with the central section 24 through a groove in the end of the
torsion bar and through a groove in the cylindrical step 33, so
that the second part 10 of the belt shaft 1, the torsion bar, and
the band element are firmly connected to one another so that
they rotate together.

Furthermore, the annular space 11 is dimensioned such that
the distance D of the walls 19 and 18 radially delimiting the
annular space 11 on the inner and outer side increases toward
the radially outer ends 25 and 26 of the sections 20 and 21
starting at the deflection sections 22 and 23. Since the energy
dissipated in the rotating deflection sections 22 and 23
directly depends on the distance D, namely according to the
relationship that the smaller the distance D is in the region of
the deflection sections 22 and 23, the greater is the dissipated
energy in the deflection sections 22 and 23; a degressive
force-limitation course of the second force limiting device 7
can thereby be achieved. This course of the degressive force
limitation runs against the increasing force-limiting level of
the first force-limiting device 6, so that a more constant force-
limiting level can in general be achieved on the whole. Insofar
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as this is desired, a progressive force-limitation of the second
force-limiting device 7 can also be achieved, while the dis-
tance D decreases in the same direction starting at the deflec-
tion sections 22 and 23.

The same seat belt retractor from FIG. 9 is shown in FIG.
10 after the activation of the second force-limiting device 7.
Since the connection between the first part 9 and the second
part 10 of'the belt shaft 1 is canceled by the band element after
rotation of the deflection sections 22 and 23, only the first
force limiting device 6 is exclusively acting from this angle of
rotation.

FIGS. 11a, 115, 12a and 125 show various additional
exemplary embodiments of the second force-limiting device
7, including the force-limiting curves to be achieved thereby.
As can be seen all the force limiting curves degressive, that is,
continually decreasing in this case. It would, however, also be
conceivable to realize a step-like course, for example, by an
abrupt decrease or increase of the distance D.

In the exemplary embodiment shown in FIG. 11a, rib-
shaped formations 35 protruding laterally into the annular
space 11 are provided on the second part 10 of the belt shaft
1, which rib-shaped formations 35 prevent the deflection
sections 22 and 23 from rotating, or are even sheared off by
the deflection sections 22 and 23 during rotation. As a result
of this, the force-limiting level of the second force-limiting
device 7 can be increased further from curve 37 to curve 36
shown in FIG. 115. The increase in the force limiting level
caused by the formations 35 is shown by the hatched area 38
in the drawing on the right side of FIG. 115.

In the exemplary embodiment of the invention shown in
FIGS. 12a and 125, two recesses 39 are provided the band
element 7 which reduce the resistance to deformation of the
band element in this region. The same effect can also be
obtained by reducing the thickness of the material or the
width of the band element. Owing to the reduction of the
resistance to deformation, the force-limiting curve of FIG.
125 is decreased from the course 37 to the course 40, wherein
the decrease in the force limiting level is shown by the
hatched area 38.

Another embodiment of the invention is shown in FIGS. 13
a-d, wherein the recess 39 is dimensioned such that it forms a
predetermined breaking point 40 which breaks during the
passing-through of the deflection sections 22. The predeter-
mined breaking point 40 is dimensioned such that it can
transmit the thrusts in the phase of the force-limitation prior to
the passing-through of the deflection sections 22, so that the
force-limiting level remains unchanged in the region [ of FIG.
13d. During the passing-through of the sections fitting 22, the
predetermined breaking point 40 breaks, and the force-limit-
ing level abruptly decreases in the region Il to aregion I1I. The
position of the band element 7 at the time of breaking of the
predetermined breaking point 40 is shown in the lower cross-
sectional drawing.

A further development of the embodiment is shown in FIG.
14a-d, wherein two predetermined breaking points 40 and 41
are provided, which likewise are formed by weak points in the
material, which in turn are formed by recesses 39 or corruga-
tions. Both predetermined breaking points 40 and 43 are
arranged such that they simultaneously pass through the
deflection sections 22 and 23 and thus break at essentially the
same time. As a result of this, the force-limiting level caused
by the band element 7 abruptly decreases from the region Il of
the force limiting curve shown in FIG. 14d to zero, wherein
the curve drops steeply due to residual deformations.
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In the case that the predetermined breaking points 40 and
43 pass through the deflection sections 22 and 23 at different
times, a correspondingly stepped course of the force-limiting
curve results.

While the above description constitutes the preferred
embodiment of the present invention, it will be appreciated
that the invention is susceptible to modification, variation and
change without departing from the proper scope and fair
meaning of the accompanying claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A seat belt retractor for a vehicle restraint system having
a belt webbing, the vehicle restraint system for use in a
vehicle and comprising:

a first and a second load limiting device,

a two-part belt shaft which is rotatably mounted around a
rotational axis in at least one leg of a frame and the belt
shaft having a first part, onto which the belt webbing can
be wound, and a second part, which can be locked in
relation to the at least one leg of the frame using a
locking device which can be actuated in response to a
predetermined acceleration value of the vehicle or of the
extraction of the belt webbing being exceeded, and

the first load limiting device which upon activation enables
a load-limited relative motion between the first part and
the second part, and

the second load limiting device which upon activation acts
parallel to the first load limiting device,

the first and the second part of the belt shaft overlap axially
forming a ring shaped chamber adjacent the at least one
leg of the frame, and

the second load limiting device formed by a band element
with a first portion which rests against a radial outer wall
of the ring shaped chamber and with a second portion
which rests against a radial inner wall of the ring shaped
chamber having atleast one deflection section extending
between the first and the second parts, wherein

the band element, upon a relative motion between the first
and the second parts can be wound between the first and
the second parts to absorb energy by the at least one
deflection section deforming;

wherein the first load limiting device is a speed-controlled
load limiting device.

2. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1, wherein the
band element includes an end of the first or the second portion
that is interference fit on the first or the second part of the belt
shaft against the direction of rotation of the first part during
the load-limited belt relative motion.

3. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1 wherein the
band element further comprises at least two of the deflection
sections which are located symmetrically to the rotational
axis.

4. The seat belt retractor according to claim 3, wherein the
second part of the belt shaft at the front comprises a radially
directed groove, in which the band element is inserted.

5. The seat belt retractor according to claim 4 wherein the
band element forms a pair of symmetrical ends engaging with
projections formed in the second part of the belt shaft, and
wherein the ends disengage from the projections upon a rela-
tive motion between the first part and the second part exceed-
ing a predetermined magnitude.

6. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1 wherein the
radial outer wall and the radial inner wall of the ring chamber
form a distance increasing or decreasing in the circumferen-
tial direction at various angular positions with respect to the
rotational axis.
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7. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1, wherein the
speed-controlled load limiting device includes a ring-shaped
component and is located concentrically to the second load
limiting device.

8. The seat belt retractor according to claim 7 further com-
prising wherein the ring-shaped component forms a first set
of'teeth which are capable of intermittent engagement with a
matching second set of teeth affixed to the belt shaft and
wherein the ring-shaped component oscillates in an axial
direction along the rotational axis during the relative motion
between the first part and the second part.

9. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1 wherein the
speed-controlled load limiting device is located to be axially
overlapping with respect to the second load limiting device.

10. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1 wherein the
band element in sections is weakened by one or more recesses
having a smaller width or thickness than other sections of the
band element.

11. The seat belt retractor according to claim 10, wherein at
least one of the one or more recesses is formed as a predeter-
mined breaking point that breaks during the relative motion
between the first and the second part.

12. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1 wherein the
second load limiting device provides degressive load limiting
force during the load limiting relative rotation between the
first part and the second part.

13. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1 wherein the
second load limiting device provides progressive load limit-
ing force during the load limiting relative rotation between
the first part and the second part.

14. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1, wherein the
speed-controlled load limiting device includes an oscillating
disk, the oscillating disk oscillating perpendicular to the rela-
tive movement of the first and second parts during force-
limited movement whereby it is periodically accelerated and
decelerated, wherein an oscillating frequency of the oscillat-
ing disk is dependent on the speed of the first and second parts
moving relative to each other.

15. The seat belt retractor according to claim 1, wherein the
first load limiting device is disposed radially outward from
the second load limiting device.

16. A seat belt retractor for a vehicle restraint system hav-
ing a belt webbing, the vehicle restraint system for use in a
vehicle and comprising:

a first and a second load limiting device,

a two-part belt shaft which is rotatably mounted around a
rotational axis in at least one leg of a frame and the belt
shaft having a first part, onto which the belt webbing can
be wound, and a second part, which can be locked in
relation to the at least one leg of the frame using a
locking device which can be actuated in response to a
predetermined acceleration value of the vehicle or of the
extraction of the belt webbing being exceeded, and

the first load limiting device which upon activation enables
a load-limited relative motion between the first part and
the second part, and

the second load limiting device which upon activation acts
parallel to the first load limiting device,
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the first and the second part of the belt shaft overlap axially
forming a ring shaped chamber adjacent the at least one
leg of the frame, and

the second load limiting device formed by a band element
with a first portion which rests against a radial outer wall
of the ring shaped chamber and with a second portion
which rests against a radial inner wall of the ring shaped
chamber having atleast one deflection section extending
between the first and the second parts,

wherein the band element, upon a relative motion between
the first and the second parts can be wound between the
first and the second parts to absorb energy by the at least
one deflection section deforming;

wherein the first or the second part of the belt shaft includes
an elastically or plastically deformable element, which
extends axially into the region of the ring chamber
passed through by the at least one deflection section
during relative rotation of the first and second parts,
wherein the at least one deflection section will contact
the elastically or plastically deformable element during
the relative rotation.

17. A seat belt retractor for a vehicle restraint system hav-
ing a belt webbing, the vehicle restraint system for use in a
vehicle and comprising:

a first and a second load limiting device,

a two-part belt shaft which is rotatably mounted around a
rotational axis in at least one leg of a frame and the belt
shaft having a first part, onto which the belt webbing can
be wound, and a second part, which can be locked in
relation to the at least one leg of the frame using a
locking device which can be actuated in response to a
predetermined acceleration value of the vehicle or of the
extraction of the belt webbing being exceeded, and

the first load limiting device which upon activation enables
a load-limited relative motion between the first part and
the second part, and

the second load limiting device which upon activation acts
parallel to the first load limiting device,

the first and the second part of the belt shaft overlap axially
forming a ring shaped chamber adjacent the at least one
leg of the frame, and

the second load limiting device formed by a band element
with a first portion which rests against a radial outer wall
of the ring shaped chamber and with a second portion
which rests against a radial inner wall of the ring shaped
chamber having atleast one deflection section extending
between the first and the second parts,

wherein the band element, upon a relative motion between
the first and the second parts can be wound between the
first and the second parts to absorb energy by the at least
one deflection section deforming;

wherein the ring shaped chamber is defined radially
between a ring that protrudes axially from the first part
and a cylindrical shoulder of the second part, wherein
the ring shaped chamber has a generally constant diam-
eter.

18. The seat belt retractor of claim 17, wherein the inner

diameter of the ring is less than the outer diameter of the first
part.



